Bile duct injury and bile leakage in laparoscopic cholecystectomy.
The introduction of laparoscopic cholecystectomy has been associated with an increased incidence of bile duct injury. This review presents the incidence of bile duct injury in reported series and examines the role of the learning curve and other contributing factors. There is good evidence to suggest that, with adequate training and experience, the incidence of biliary injury can be reduced to a level comparable to that of open cholecystectomy. Continued audit is required to ensure that the low complication rates achieved in selected centres with wide experience are reproduced by the surgical community in general.